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LETTER FROM BOARD CHAIRS

Dear Friends,

This past year was so exciting for Walden Family Services as we celebrated forty years of serving chil-
dren and families throughout southern California. Our organization was founded in 1976 by a group
of individuals dedicated to being champions to and for the children and families who need it most, and
we continue to do just that.

Thanks to you, last year Walden programs touched the lives of more than 1,500 children, youth and
families. Because of you and your generosity, thousands and thousands of children and families over the
years have received the high-quality services that Walden is known for.

Among the children and youth we serve, there are those who have medical and physical fragilities, have
developmental delays, require special healthcare needs, or identify as LGBTQ. For many, our organi-
zation offers a place of comfort and care, and of stability and hope. A place of solace that might not
otherwise be found. We believe that when you change one child’s life, you are unlocking the potential
to change the world.

'The mission of our organization is personal to each and every one of us and we all have a reason for
serving and supporting Walden Family Services. We have both been moved by our time spent mento-
ring Walden youth and seeing firsthand the difference that our programs make in the lives of some of
the most vulnerable children and youth.

On the following pages you will see the faces and words of the youth and families that your donations
have impacted. As you read through these pages, we hope you take a moment to look into the eyes of
these individuals. The eyes of those who have seen some very dark and difficult days, but whose lives are
now brighter and full of hope because of your support.

'Thank you for all that you do.

With much appreciation,

Art Candland
Foundation Chair

AM

Arlene Lieberman

Governance Chair




BOARD MEMBERS
AND ADVISORY
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GOVERNANCE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

Chair - Arlene Lieberman
Executive Director, Barney & Barney
Foundation

Vice Chair - Leslie Levinson
CFO, The Campanile Foundation

Treasurer - Jaye Connolly-LaBelle
President & CEO, RippleNami

Secretary - Sheila Ferguson
Financial Professional

Cherie Enge, Esq.
Law Office of Cherie A. Enge

Denise Jackson
CEO, Balboa Travel

Emily Shults
VP Electric & Fuel Procurement, SDG&E

Rajah Gainey
Individual and Corporate Gifts Manager,
Promises2Kids

Stephanie Brownell
CFO, Hunter Industries, Inc.

FOUNDATION BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

Chair — Art Candland
AJW Facilities and Construction

Vice Chair — Dale Ganzow
Sales Manager, San Diego Business
Journal

Treasurer — Lisa Betyar
Partner, Lindsay & Brownell, CPAs

Secretary — Dalia Coben
Community Advocate

Andrea da Rosa
Director Vacations, Sales and Marketing,
Balboa Travel

Cheryl Doss
Community Advocate

Chris Powers
Vice President, CBRE

James Lauth
Founding Partner, Beamer Lauth Stein-
ley & Bond, LLP

Kristi Martindale
Chief Marketing Officer, Sarcos Robotics

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
SAN DIEGO

Harley & Maryanne Sefton
CEO, Kennebec Financial Corporation;
President, JW Sefton Foundation

Mary Alice & Ron Brady
The Brady Companies

Michelle Candland
Author and Public Speaker

Anne Dick
Community Advocate

Jeffrey Strauss

Chef, Owner Pamplemousse Grille

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
LOS ANGELES

Chair - Claire Davis

Associate Director for Administrative
Services, California State University
Northridge

Charles Carroll
Vice President, Citizens Business Bank

Mitsugu Matsusaka
President/CEQO Nissin International
Transport U.S.A,, Inc.


http://barneyandbarneyfoundation.org/
http://barneyandbarneyfoundation.org/
http://tcf.sdsu.edu/tcf/
https://ripplenami.com/
http://www.balboa.com/
http://www.sdge.com/
http://promises2kids.org/
http://www.hunterindustries.com/
http://www.balboa.com/index.html
http://www.cbre.com/
http://www.lawblsb.com/
http://www.lawblsb.com/
http://www.pgrille.com/
http://www.csun.edu/
http://www.csun.edu/
https://www.cbbank.com/
http://www.nitusa.com/
http://www.nitusa.com/
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Our program reach is far and wide, span-
ning southern Ventura County to Imperial
County, and in between.

Corporate Office

8525 Gibbs Drive, Suite 100
San Diego, CA 92123

T: (619) 584-5777

F: (619) 584-5757

LOS ANGELES
Counties served include:
Los Angeles County
Southern Ventura County
Kern County
Programs offered:
Foster care and adoption
Transitional housing plus foster care

RIVERSIDE
Counties served include:
Riverside County
San Bernardino County
Orange County
Eastern Los Angeles County
Programs offered:
Foster care and adoption
Transitional housing plus foster care

SAN BERNARDINO
Counties served include:
San Bernardino County
Programs offered:
Extended Care/Aftercare
Cal-Learn
Family Visiting
Nurturing Parenting/FAMILY
Program
Mental Health Services

SAN DIEGO
Counties served include:
San Diego County
Imperial County
Programs offered:
Foster care and adoption
Transitional housing plus foster care
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OUR VISION

Every child has a loving family and the ability to realize their greatest potential
toward becoming a self-sufficient and productive member of their community.

OUR MISSION

Supporting the lives of children and families through lasting relationships.

OUR GUIDING VALUES

INTEGRITY EXCELLENCE

We engage each other honestly. We We go above and beyond to ensure
value our community’s trust. We do excellence in our foster families, staff
what is right. and services. “Good” is simply not
good enough.
COMMITMENT
We are passionate each and every day DIVERSITY
about meeting children’s needs and We continually weave our quilt of
supporting lasting relationships. We diversity. We celebrate and honor
do whatever it takes. differences.
RESPECT COMPASSION . o
We equally value each voice at our We listen with a caring heart and
family table regardless of background, a deep desire to make a positive
experience, education or title. We treat difference. We assume good will.

others as we wish to be treated.

INNOVATION
We are dedicated to lasting success
through courageous creativity. We
think outside the box.
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LETTER FROM THE CEO

“You were there for me when it felt like no one else was.”
“Thank you for giving me a family.”
“My life is forever changed thanks to you.”

One of the most meaningful aspects of my job is spending time with the children, youth and families
for whom Walden makes a difference. The quotes above represent just a fraction of the many things I've
heard over the last year from the people that we serve.

I'm so proud to be a part of an organization with such remarkable donors, staff, and volunteers. And
let’s not forget our incredible foster and adoptive families — the real heroes of Walden — whose stories

you'll read in the pages of this Impact Report.

Our organization started forty years ago with the intention of providing quality care for children placed
in residential group homes. It’s amazing to take a look at how far we've come since 1976. This is only
possible because of your incredible support.

We believe that all children and youth deserve a loving family that offers guidance, love, respect, un-
wavering dedication, and support. Because of you, we were able to serve over 1,500 people last year.
And we are committed to continuing this great work and expanding our programs in the coming years.

'The years ahead are full of hope and promise for Walden. We understand the difference that one person,
and one organization, can make in the life of a child or youth. The people in these pages are a testament
to that.

Because of your compassion and support, we are able to continue this life-changing work. On behalf of
Walden Family Services and the children and families we serve, I thank you.

Sincerely,

Teresa Stivers
CEO
Walden Family Services

\-A%RSA A : 5\\\}56
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FINANCIALS - AT A GLANCE

91% / $11,349,774

Government Contracts

9% / $1,173,493

Donations, Grants, Events

84 cents of every dollar goes directly to our programs

84% / $10,102,982

Program Services

16% / $1,887,413

Administration, Fundraising

*These are our unaudited financials for 2016.
For a final, audited version, please check our website www.waldenfamily.org in June.


http://www.waldenfamily.org
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P

Our foster care@fogram served
a total of 294 children. Of these
children, 58 required specialized

care and support due to

disabilities or healthcare needs.

\children experience more than
one placement compared to
California’s state average of
36%*.

. *Wmm Kids Count Data Center
- P

i

FOSTER CARE

Kids who come into foster care have often experienced prolonged stress and trauma.
Quality foster care programs like ours help kids heal. Walden’s foster care program ensures
that children and youth of all ages — especially kids who need specialized care — have the
opportunity to grow up knowing the stability, love and sense of community that family life
provides.

Foster Parent Spotlight:

Blanca and Raul

“We've been foster parents through Walden for over 10 years, and we even adopted our
daughter through Walden several years ago. During this time we've been fortunate enough
to have many children in our care. These kids need us, and we need them too. We are so
happy in their company. We play together, have fun together, and keep each other busy.
We get attached to these children, but we are so happy when they are reunified with their

parents. And their parents are so appreciative of what we’ve done. We keep in touch, and
they’ll send pictures and messages.”

Social Worker Spotlight:

Marla

Foster Care Social Worker

“The children we serve are often victims of neglect, abuse and abandonment. When they
reach us, our ultimate goal is to help them recover from the stress and trauma that that
brings. I've witnessed firsthand the difference that the Walden foster care program offers
these children — security, happiness and a specialized program tailored to their individual

needs. They deserve only the best, and that is what we give them.”
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In 2016, 80 children found thei
forever home and family than}
to Walden.

ADOPTION

Walden was licensed as a full-service adoption agency in 2008. While the circumstances
of each adoption are unique, the process typically takes 6 to 18 months during which time
a Walden social worker works closely with the prospective adoptive family on a thorough
match process. Each family goes through training to ensure they can offer a healthy, happy
home to children that are often recovering from childhood trauma.

Adoptive Parent Spotlight:

Oraisa and Shindana

Oraisa and Shindana were certified for foster care and adoption with Walden in 2011.
Since then, they have cared for a total of 16 children, many of whom were eventually
placed with relatives or reunified with their parents. They met their daughter in June 2015,
and this past January, it became permanent when her adoption was finalized. “Ineana
‘came home’in 2015. It hasn’t always been easy, but we are so happy. We're a family now.”

Social Worker Spotlight:

Cynthia

Adoptions Social Worker

“Being an Adoptions Social Worker with Walden Family Services is an honor and a joy. 1
take great pride in helping families through the process of adoption and helping children
get settled and comfortable in their forever home. The journey of adoption is not an easy
one for our families, but the love and commitment they have for their children supersedes
all barriers. I've had the honor of witnessing several adoptions finalizations in court, and 1

can tell you, nothing touches your heart more than being a part of this major life event.”



WALDEN FAMILY SERVICES | 2016 Impact Report

PREVENTION

Walden operates several prevention programs including:

NURTURING PARENTING

Nurturing Parenting is a 16-week program that offers young parents an opportunity
to develop critical skills needed to nurture their children, build self-awareness and
self-esteem, and communication skills. It also offers them a comfortable place to
build meaningful relationships with peers also experiencing the same challenges.

CAL-LEARN

Cal-Learn helps teen parents break the cycle of foster care by providing them with
support to graduate high school, become responsible parents and ultimately move
toward self-sufficiency.

EXTENDED CARE/AFTERCARE

As foster youth transition from a structured foster care system to living as an
independent adult, many realize they need help to succeed. Extended care provides
one-on-one coaching on education, employment, health and safety, and establishing
lifelong relationships.

Nurturing Parenting Youth Spotlight:

Ray

“One of the things that has resonated with me from the program is taking care of myself.
You can only offer your children as much as you are. If T am only operating at 60%, that
means my daughter is only getting 60%. I want to give her 100%. She deserves me at my
very best.”

“One of the facilitators really stressed reading with your child. The very next day I read
my daughter a book, and she started mimicking the sounds I was making. I was in awe! I
couldn’t believe it. I couldn’t wait to come back and tell the facilitator what had happened.”

Ray completed the curriculum last year and is currently in the process of becoming a peer
parent volunteer for the program. Next up for him is going to college. “Before taking these
classes, I never even dreamed of going to college. People from my city don’t do that. I've
learned so much about success, motivation and making progress towards goals.”

Social Worker Spotlight:

Tobi

Supervisor, Nurturing Parenting Program

“Nothing is more rewarding than seeing these youth that face so many obstacles dedicate
themselves to our rigorous parenting program to better their lives and the lives of their
children. So many of the teens and young adults in our program don't have the family
support one needs to raise a child. Our program teaches them vital skills and offers them a
safe place to meet peers facing the same challenges as them.”

502 young pe@ple get the
support they desperately
need through our prevention

programs.

The high-school graduation rate
of youth in the Walden Cal-Learn
program is 88% compared to
30% statewide*.

*Data from the Legislative Analyst Office
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their lives by particigating in our

THP+FC program.

58% of Walden THP+FC youth
held employment, compared to
48% of youth in statewide THP
programs*. The remaining 42% of
Walden THP+FC youth attended

school or gained workplace skills.

*Data from John Burton Advocates for Youth

TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PLUS
FOSTER CARE (THP+FC)

Most young people still have their parents to turn to for help even after they turn 18. But
65% of foster youth in California leave foster care at 18 with no place to call home. This
incredibly innovative housing and foster care program provides youth with the essentials
needed to begin taking care of oneself on their own. Youth in our transitional housing plus
foster care program learn how to live on their own in the community, build relationships
with mentors and earn a college degree or learn a vocation.

THP+FC Youth Spotlight:

Diana

Diana was placed in foster care when she was 14-years old. When she was 18, she entered
Walden’s THP+FC program and has since gone on to earn a full-time job at a beauty
store while she studies to become a make-up artist, her true passion. Of her time with
Walden she says, “Thank you for turning a horrible experience when I was young into a
positive one now. I wouldn't be the success I am becoming today if it weren’t for Walden
and this program.”

Social Worker Spotlight:

Cheryl

THP+FC Social Worker

“The sense of accomplishment a Walden youth feels when they graduate from our
THP+FC program is unmatched. You can see the utter pride and happiness on their faces,
which makes doing my job all the more rewarding. So many of these youth have no one
rooting for them besides Walden. We support them. We embolden them. We help instill a
sense of confidence that they can face the world and chase their dreams.”



$25,000 +

Mary Alice & Ron Brady

Olivia & Peter Farrell / Farrell
Family Foundation

Riverside Community Health
Foundation

Walter J. & Betty C. Zable
Foundation

$20,000 +

Hervey Family Fund at The
San Diego Foundation

PCW Charitable Foundation

San Manuel Band Of Mission
Indians

$15,000 +

McCarthy Family Foundation

Marty & David Pendarvis

St. Germaine Children’s
Charity

The Community Foundation

$10,000 +

Barney & Barney

Cheryl Doss

Dowling & Yahnke

Karen & Robert Hoehn /
Hoehn Jaguar Land Rover
Carlsbad

Hunter Industries, Inc.

San Diego County Supervisor
Ron Roberts

Terri & Craig Gainor / The
Linda & Jerry Strickland
Foundation

Union Bank
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

$300,000 +
HARLEY & MARYANNE SEFTON

$200,000 +
WEINGART FOUNDATION

$50,000 +
MICHELLE & ARTHUR CANDLAND / AJW FACILITIES AND CONSTRUCTION
THE AHMANSON FOUNDATION

$5,000 +

Day for Change

Hilary & Hal Dunning

Peg & Robert Eddy

Flexcor Construction Services

Becki & Joseph Hanley /
Hanley Construction

Laurie Henson

Linda Sorkin & Lee Kaiser

Jaye Connolly-LaBelle & Dr.
Jim LaBelle

Arlene Lieberman

Marion & Ronald MacCormick

Caroline & Nicolas
Nierenberg

Pamela & Charles Pendrell

Livier & Carlos Reynoso

SDGE - A Sempra Energy
Utility

Tracey & Larry Stidham

Mayo & Jeffrey Strauss

Gaby & Richard Sulpizio

The Swanton Foundation

Cami & Warren Thompson

Lisa Betyar & Karl Walter

$2500 +

Julie & Dave Battaglia

James Lauth / Beamer Lauth
Steinley & Bond

Stephanie & Stephen
Brownell

Chris Powers / CBRE

Dalia & Dr. Edward Cohen

Deborah Reynolds & James
Frank

Gr'mere’s I'mpossible
Journey Fund at the San
Diego Foundation

12

Leslie & Jim Levinson

Lindsay & Brownell

Andrea da Rosa & Debra
Llewellyn

Mondoval Capital Management

Denise Jackson & Al Pacheco

PHCC of California

Jeff Skeen

Cheryl & Jeff Smith / Smith
Brothers Homes

Lori & Bill Walton

Sheila Ferguson & Max Webb

$1000 +

Jim Amundson

Diane & Roy Bell

Estel & Walter Binder

Carol & Henry F. Hunte
Fund at The San Diego
Foundation

Cathy & Chris Carroll

Patricia Clark

Sheila & Larry Combe /
Bowers Jewelers

Jennifer & John Crisafulli

Carmen & Toby Daggy

Jennifer & Keith Davis

Jay Robinson-Duff / First
American Trust

Carrin & Michael Goldstein

Dina & Jason Hemmi

Teresa & Harry Hixson

Susan Hovey

Kim Stewart & George
Howard

Todd Jackson / Jackson
Design & Remodeling

Kelly & Brian Johns

Matthew Craig / JP Morgan
Chase Bank

Carolina Finch & Larry Katz

Risa & James Lauth

Melissa Krause

Joe Lanning

Diane & Curtis Love

Ann & Alexander Lyon

Christiane Sheid & Scott
Martin

Kristi &Tom Martindale

Jennifer Brown / Marvin K.
Brown Auto Center

Susan & Chaz Mueller

Elspeth & James Myer

Althea Lee & David Parker

Cathy Paulsen

Brenda Peterson

Cathleen Pilkington

Dr. Leigh Plesniak

Jennifer & Mitchell Poiset

Nancy & John Pouk

Denise & Eric Quintero

Deborah & Mike Rider

Riverside County, Supervisor
Kevin Jeffries

Dr. Kimberly Butterwick & Dr.
Jonathan Scheff

Richard Sanborn / Seacoast
Commerce Bank

Kristen & Steve Shea

Mary & Chris Smith

Sunny & Ryan Spencer

Kathryn & John Stephens

Tonya & Karla Torosian

US Bank

WD-40 Company Foundation

Cynthia & Tim Wollaeger



$500 +

Janine Barton

Lupita & John Baumgardner

Brian Bigoni

Julie & Bruce Breslau

Ellen & T.K. Bryson

Clay Cooke

Cynthia English / Crown City
Escrow Services

Elisa & Steve Cusato

Beth & Graham Davenport

Nancy & David Deisinger

Joe Delaney

Melissa DeVita

Linda & Rick Dicker

Jenny & Mark Dowling

Laura & Bob Duggan

Sue & Edward Earl

Cherie & Curtis Enge

Caroline & Tony Farwell

Foley Bezek Behle Curtis, LLP
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Kathryn & Beau Gayner
Joyce Glazer

Dory & Jim Groen

Adele & Vahe Guzelimian
Cathleen & Colin Haggerty
Greg Hewett

Rene’ & Travis Hitt

Jessica Ripper & David Jay
Megan & Keith Jones
Sofia & Leon Kassel

Janice & Matt Kurth

Peter Lin

Margaret Mckeon

Lydia & John McNeil

Patty & William Moises
Jeffrey O'Neill
Onlinelmage

Nancy & Richard Patton
Michelle & Thomas Pillsworth
Alfred Rappaport

Alice Rosenblatt

Kimberly & Leo Rubidoux
Alexi & Dave Schnell

Sue & Mike Schreibman

Lise Wilson & Steven Strauss
John Thomas

Mary Pat Warner

Teresa & Tom Warren

Zenith Insurance Company

$250 +

Dennis Adams

Chris & Craig Andrews
Kim & Craig Blower
Carl's Jr. - Corona

Gigi Cramer

Lina Ericsson

Tom Freeley

Amy & Steve Fritzenkrotter
Matt Galbraith

Mia Goldklang

Laura & Glenn Goodstein

Wendy & Richard Horowitz
Kathy & Mike Jay

Andrew Jones

Nancy & Don King

Brett Kordas

Lori & Chip Lyman

Linda & John Maguire
Kristi Pieper

Monique & Greg Richardson
Lorraine Ryglewicz

Rick Skelly

Bob Stefanko

Patia Strickland

Stephanie & Bill Tribolet
Renee VanHeel

Denise Vila

Tasha & Erik Wahl
Matthew Walker

Nancy & Tyler Warner
Jane & Doug Wheeler
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SPRING SOIREE

In celebration of Foster Care Month, Walden
hosted its Spring Soirée on May 19 at Pample-
mousse Grille.

Thirty guests attended the intimate dinner held
in the restaurant’s Cow Palace private room.
Guests were treated to a four-course dinner with
wine pairings by award-winning executive chef
Jeffrey Strauss.

Rajah Gainey, a member of our Governance
Board and former Walden foster youth, shared
his story about entering foster care at two weeks
old, then re-entering foster care at age 7 after his
adoptive mother had a stroke.

The event raised more than $25,000 to fund our
programs that prevent child neglect and abuse,
match kids with loving foster and adoptive
tamilies, and prepare young people to become
productive members of their communities.

Thank you to presenting sponsors Jeffrey Strauss
of Pamplemousse Grille and Karen and Jo
Hannah Hoehn of Hoehn Jaguar Land Rover of
Carlsbad.
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WINE D'VINE

Walden's signature fundraising gala, Wine
D’Vine, was held on October 28 at the beautiful
Estancia La Jolla. Over 350 guests joined us as
we celebrated Walden’s 40th anniversary with a
three-course dinner, live auction featuring fine
dining and travel experiences, and an incredible
performance by rock legend John Fogerty, gen-
erously underwritten by Harley and Maryanne
Sefton.

We were delighted to honor the Seftons, long-
time Walden supporters, with the inaugural
Fostering Hearts Legacy Award. An award
created to recognize champions of Walden who
are dedicated to improving the lives of foster
children and youth.

Guests were moved by Lacey, who bravely shared
her story of growing up in the foster care system
and being treated as a number until she came

to Walden. She inspired the audience with her
words and with her own donation to support the
children and families that Walden serves each

day.

Chaired by Marty and David Pendarvis, the
sold-out event proved to be a record-breaking
success, and raised over $675,000 for our foster
care, adoption and parent training programs.
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SUPPORT FOSTER CHILDREN AND YOUTH BY MAKING A DONATION TODAY!
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Wine D’Vine
October 13,2017
HYATT REGENCY LA JOLLA AT AVENTINE

Dinner — Live Auction - Concert

Sponsorship opportunities begin at $2,500
To sponsor or reserve a table,
please contact Kathryn Stephens at
(619) 727-5897 or kstephens@waldenfamily.org

waldenfamily.org/wine-dvine-2017

Enjoy mingling with some of San Diego’s most influential business and community leaders all
while raising vital funds to support southern California’s most vulnerable children and youth.

Entertainment to be announced soon.
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