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Most of us have had the good fortune to grow up in a home with adult family members who cared for and 
guided us. Even though those relationships set the foundation for success in almost every area of our lives, it 
is easy to take them for granted. But, the 35,000 children and youth in foster care in Southern California do 
not take the profound gift of nurturing adults in their lives for granted. 

With district offices in Los Angeles, San Diego, Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties, Walden Family 
Services offers foster care, adoption, parenting training, and mental health services to children, youth, and 
families engaged in the child welfare system. Additionally, we provide housing and supportive services for 
foster and former foster youth ages 18-24 to give them the help they need to attend school, work, and succeed 
as independent adults. What drives us? A determination to heal trauma, break the cycle of foster care, and 
ensure every client has a loving, stable home and the skills needed for success in life. 

As the pandemic lingers, Walden staff are playing an active role in connecting our community members with 
accurate COVID-19 information, trusted facts about the vaccine, and vaccine referral as part of the statewide 
Vaccinate All 58 effort and an Inland Empire collaborative funded by the U.S. Health Resources and Services 
Administration. While we all continue to take cautious but optimistic steps forward amidst the pandemic, 
Walden is proud to be making a difference in the health of our community.

We are grateful that lower coronavirus rates in our region have made it possible for Walden supporters to 
join together with us for two beautiful outdoor in-person events this fiscal year: the Wine D’Vine event, held in 
October at the estate of landscape architect Kate Sessions, and the Spring Soiree, hosted at the home of ex-
ecutive chef Jeffrey Strauss. The generous donations raised through these fundraisers provide essential support 
to our continued delivery of services. Thank you so much for your interest in and support of our organization.

If you are a new friend to Walden, we welcome you and hope you will join our community of care. 

Sincerely,

Leslie Levinson Teresa Stivers
Board Chair Chief Executive Officer

FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR AND CEO

REVENUE: $18,112,9572 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2
FINANCIALS
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B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

B O A R D

Leslie Levinson
Chair
CFO
SDSU Research Foundation

Emily Shults 
Senior Vice President – Clean 
Power Development
Sempra Infrastructure 

Javier Metoyer 
VP Business Development 
Officer
HomeBank of California

Andréa da Rosa
Vice Chair
Community Advocate

Cherie Enge, Esq.
Attorney at Law

Ted Gooch
Software Engineer
Stripe

Elenore A. Vaughn
Executive Director
Santa Paula  
Housing Authority

Rajah Gainey 
Secretary
Associate Director of  
Development SDSU,  
Housing Administration

Amber López Gamble
Director of Grants Mgmt.
The California Wellness 
Foundation

Camille Alexander 
Treasurer
Vice President, Controller 
Petco

Roger Zucchet
Financial Executive

Allison Gelbrich
Realtor
Dreamscape Real Estate 

SAN DIEGO  
ADVISORY BOARD

Ron & Mary Alice Brady
The Brady Companies

Art & Michelle Candland
Community Advocates

Arlene Lieberman
Barney & Barney Foundation

Harley & Maryanne Sefton
Kennebec Financial Corporation

Jeffrey Strauss
Pamplemousse Grille

LOS ANGELES  
ADVISORY BOARD

Charles Carroll
Citizens Business Bank

Claire Davis
CSU Northridge

David Grannis
Point C Partners

Rob Ritter
Challenge Graphics

These are unaudited financials 
for 2021 – 2022. For a final 
audited version, please visit: 
waldenfamily.org

EXPENSES: $17,894,830
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TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROGRAMS 
& YOUTH SERVICES

FOSTER FAMILY AGENCY (FFA)

Our Programs

Walden’s Transitional Housing Placement for Non-Minor Dependents 
(THP-NMD) Program allows transition-age youth who would typically 
age out of the child welfare system to remain in foster care, with hous-
ing, case management, and supportive services while they pursue their 
education and employment goals. Walden’s Transitional Housing Place-
ment Plus (THP Plus) also provides housing and supportive services but 
serves former foster youth up to age 24 who require a minimum of case 
management. 

Walden Family Services THP Programs foster participants’ self-sufficien-
cy, not only through support and housing, but also with ongoing skills 
training in healthy relationships, creating a savings account, and many 
other skills essential to self-sufficiency. 

Safe and Stable Family Placement Program Children are placed 
temporarily in the care of foster/resource families. The love and sense 
of community that these families provide offer a safe and secure environ-
ment where kids learn how to live peacefully and can feel safe and re-
spected. Walden actively recruits, trains, certifies, and connects families 
interested in giving a home to children in need. 

Adoption Services Walden is a licensed adoption agency and pro-
vides adoption services for children and youth in foster care eligible for 
adoption in Southern California. 

Parent Training Walden’s Parent Resource & Education Program 
(PREP) training for parents uses a competency-based program designed 
to ensure families are prepared to provide children with the highest 
quality care. This training is integral to our FFA and adoption programs.
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FAMILY SERVICES

Our Programs

Walden Family Services provides a Nurturing Families Program with parent-
ing education and case management to support families so they can thrive.

Many of the parents in the program have been in foster care themselves and 
did not have good role models of how to parent successfully. Having these 
parents learn to take good care of their children is crucial to breaking the 
traumatic child welfare system cycle. The program has seen a welcome rise in 
fathers wanting to learn more about how to raise their children successfully.

The curriculum emphasizes parenting with empathy and skills development 
in providing for the needs of growing children. Additionally, Walden’s team 
helps the families in the program to access needed community resources.

“In Nurturing Parenting, we learned about how important it is to read with 
your child. This was not something we did when I was little, but now I really 
love reading to Amber. It is such a special activity we do together,” said Ray-
mond, a “Dad Grad” of Walden’s Nurturing Parenting Program.

 “I’d always imagined myself being a mother someday, 
but I’d begun to think that dream was never going to happen. 
Then my friend encouraged me to contact Walden to find out 
about foster parenting,” shared Martina Rollins.

“I am so glad that I did! Because I was able to adopt Kelly 
through foster care. I can’t imagine my life without her!”

If the court does not allow a child to reunify with their birth family, then Walden foster 
parents are able to adopt a child already in their care, giving the priceless gift of a 
“forever family.”
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Walden Family Success Story - Meet Carlo!

Carlo joined our THP-NMD program from a group 

home when he was 18. He worked with his Walden 

social worker to identify a career goal he was pas-

sionate about – social work. “I want to start a non-

profit organization to support LGBTQ youth,” said 

Carlo. “It was a tough time for me growing up, 

and it shouldn’t be that way. I want to create safe 

places for young people to be themselves.” 

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ) young people are 

over-represented in foster care, where they are more likely to experience  

discrimination, abuse, and neglect. A Children’s Rights 2019 study found 30.4 

percent of youth in foster care identify as LGBTQ and 5 percent as transgender, 

compared to 11.2 percent and 1.17 percent of youth not in foster care.

Carlo enrolled in college and lived off-campus in 

his Walden apartment while learning important 

independent living skills from Team Walden -- like 

how to balance a budget and save for the future. 

Carlo completed his Bachelor’s degree in social 

science and is now working towards his Master’s 

in Social Work! Go Carlo!
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Walden Family Success Story - Meet Carlo!

Tatiana transferred into Walden’s THP program 

with her son Michael. She was focused and de-

termined to take advantage of the many oppor-

tunities that were offered to her. She benefitted 

from not only housing, but career counseling and 

support services, including parenting education. 

Tatiana enrolled in her local community college 

to pursue her goal of being a lab scientist. “I am 

getting my AA and transferring to finish my bach-

elor’s, then I will get my master’s degree,” shared 

Tatiana about her education plan. “I work for 

a lab as a technician and some of the scientists 

there are mentoring me. We need more women in 

STEM careers.”

TATIANA & MICHAEL

Something I learned from 
parenting education is to 

nurture myself and my son the 
way I wish I had been cared for 
as a child. I am determined to be 
the best Mom I possibly can – and 
part of that is being sure I 
can support us financially.

WA L D E N  L E A D E R S H I P

Teresa Stivers 
Chief Executive Officer

Sue Evans
Chief Operations Officer

Melissa Navarro
Controller

Dr. Darjené Graham-Perez
Director of People & Culture

Dr. Kim Kimpel
Director of Nurturing Family

Founded in 1976, Walden Family Services is a foster care-to-adoption, transition-age youth housing, and 
family support agency serving the Southern California region. We are a staff of highly trained professionals 
who support foster and former foster children and youth and adoptive families. Unlike other agencies, we 
welcome kids with special needs, who are part of large sibling groups, or who are LGBTQ.
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Foster Family Agency

Transitional Housing  
Programs

2 0 2 1 -2 0 2 2 
BY THE NUMBERS

204 

410 

53 

85%

142 

100%

100% 

100% 

children placed 
with carefully- 

matched families

youth ages 18-24 
in our Transitional 
Housing programs

children adopted  
from foster care

have significant 
savings upon exiting 

the program

adults were trained 
and certified to  

become foster parents

of youth required 
to attend school 
and/or work

experienced fewer  
than two family 

placements

of our youth have 
stable housing 
and supportive 
relationships

We work with the most difficult-to-place children and 
youth with Behavioral & Mental Health challenges, 
Special Healthcare Needs, are LGBTQ, large sibling 
groups, and older children of color. Walden provides 
trauma informed care for all of our programs so children 
and youth can heal and grow.

Vaccinate All 58Campaign
10,033 people were reached in face-to-face COVID-vaccine health education.

Total children,  

youth & families  

served: 1,478 
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Extended/Aftercare 
Program

Foster Parents

Nurturing Families

RACE Chart (FFA) Ethnicity (FFA)

Ethnicity (THP)RACE Chart (THP)

2 0 2 1 -2 0 2 2 
BY THE NUMBERS

142 

83313 

223 

adults were trained 
and certified to  

become foster parents

fathers completed  
this program

vulnerable pregnant 
or parenting families 
served in our Nurtur-
ing Families program

White

White

Hispanic

Hispanic

Black

Black

Non-Hispanic

Non-Hispanic

Bi-Racial

Bi-Racial

Unknown

Unknown

Asian

Asian

Pacific Islander

Native 
American

Pacific 
Islander

Other

Unknown

youth participated 
in our Aftercare/
Extended Care 

program

57
%

50
%

22
%

32
%

12
%

3%

1%
1%

35
%

42
%

1%
3%

62
%

37
%

7%
1% 10

%

3%
21

%



Thank You to Our Donors!
JULY 2021 - JUNE 2022

Maryanne & Harley Sefton/The Sefton Hearts that Foster Fund

$60,000+ 
Aging Out Institute

$40,000+ 
Conrad Prebys Foundation

$100,000+ 
The Ahmanson Foundation

$25,000+ 
Laura & Robert Duggan
George Hoag Family Foundation 
Marty & David Pendarvis
Pricewaterhouse Coopers Foundation
Riverside Community Health Foundation 
San Manuel Band Of Mission Indians
SEMPRA Foundation

$15,000+ 
California Foundation for Stronger Communities
Jennifer & John Crisafulli/Behind the Scenes
Dowling & Yahnke, LLC
Laurie Henson
Hervey Family Non-endowment Fund
Las Patronas 
Emily & Ted Shults
Barbie & Dan Spinazzola
St. Germaine Children’s Charity
Walter J. & Betty C. Zable Foundation
Julie & Dake Yahnke

$5,000+ 
Barney & Barney Foundation
Mary Alice Brady 
Kimberly & Torrey Lee/Café Moto
Andréa da Rosa & Deborah Llewellyn
Hanna & Ricardo da Rosa 
Marly & Joe da Rosa
Donna & John Galloway
Gossip Grill
Gr’mere’s I’mpossible Journey Fund
James Gross
HomeStreet Bank
IN-N-OUT Burger Foundation
Breanna & Ted Gooch/Netflix
Delorine & Bob Jackson
The Lauer Fund at The San Diego Foundation
Leslie & Jim Levinson
Marsh & McLennan Agency
Caroline & Nicolas Nierenberg
Sheryl & Bob Scarano
Judy & Joe Shemirani

$2,500+ 
AJI Consulting, Inc.
Renata & Daniel da Rosa
Linda & Rick Dicker
April & Robert Duskin
Sue & Ed Earl, Jr.
Amy & Cory Fairbanks
Jeanette & Robert Friedman
HOA Nexus, LLC
Karen & Robert Hoehn
Alessandra Lezama/TOOTRiS
Christine & Joe Matranga
Ara & Gines D. Miralles
Richard Montano
Montijo Backhoe Inc.
Micki Olin & Reid Abrams
Pamela & Charles Pendrell
Raymond Simas & Karl Lowe

$10,000+
Jennifer & William Beamer
Cathy & Chris Carroll
First Republic Bank Foundation 
Terri & Craig Gainor/
The Linda & Jerry Strickland Foundation
Allison Gelbrich
Debby & Hal Jacobs
Arlene Lieberman



Thank You to Our Donors!
JULY 2021 - JUNE 2022

$1,000+ 
Matt Adams
Karen Adkins
American Christian Credit Union
American Society of Travel Advisors Inc.
Shannon & Dave Appel
Michelle & Dan Bissi
Lisa & Gary Bosstick
Barbara & Bill Bowen
Darin Chum Dew
Claire Davis
Irene & Fred Defesche
Betty & Mike Dunn
Vicki & Chris Eddy
Shari & Jake Erlendson
Chris & Keith Eshelman
Corrine & Matt Fields
Giving University
Joyce Glazer & Ray Riley
Michele Goetz & Buzz Lisk
Bob Gold
Tina & Chris Hallman
Cyndi & Steve Haskett
Adele Hendricks & Vahe Guzelimian
Susan & Mark Hovey
Joan & Irwin Jacobs
Claudia & Jeff Johnson
Dana & Michael Mahoney
Adelina & Javier Metoyer
Susie & Ed Piegza
Craig Ramseyer
Jennifer & Justin Seifert
Kristen & Steven Shea
Connie & Skip Sorensen
Kathryn & John Stephens
Katy & Daniel Wilson

$500+ 
Lisa & Raul Albanez
DeAnna & Larry Andrews
Estel & Walter Binder
Trish & Scott Boaz
Jeffrey Cavignac
Megan Chatman
Chris Cooke
Shakeel Darugar
Adriano Dasilva
Jenny & Mark Dowling
Cherie & Curtis Enge

Cynthia Gibbs
Pam & Greg Hastings
Jackie Helm
Rene’ & Travis Hitt
Carl & Lisa Hulle
Michelle Hunt
Gregory R. Hunter
Christy & Chad Ihrig
Deana C. & John Ingalls
Hema & Barry Lall
Leslie Lawson
Curtis & Diane Love
Linda & John Maguire
McFarbs Charitable Fund
Cathy & Sam Muslin
Brenda Nouskajian
June & Gary Osborne
Abby Pruitt
Aalia Riaz
Sean Riley
Mark Seiler
Kevin Spencer
Linda & Larry Stirling

$250+ 
Tara & Peter Ada
Amy Akiyama
Alex Barber
Jessica & Ken Bratz
James Buchanan
Lois Fong-Sakai
Gloria & Ronald Gerak
Susan Golding
Jane Hamon
Karen Harris
Magdalena & Joseph Jones
Julie & Tom Karlo
Pnina & Lewis Knopf
Christine Lardy
Lloyd Family Foundation
Shari Miller
Patricia & William Moises
Gabrielle Osuna
Rick & Mary Carol Reeder
Terry Schulke
Jan Serafin
Bob Stefanko
Sylvia & Tom Vecchione
Tasha & Erik Wahl
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LOS ANGELES
6345 Balboa Blvd.  

Ste. 130
Encino, CA 91316
(818) 365-3665

SAN BERNARDINO
255 N. D St.  

#412
San Bernardino, CA 92401

(909) 264-6742

RIVERSIDE
3576 Arlington Ave.  

Ste. 106
Riverside, CA 92506

(951) 788-5905

8525 Gibbs Dr., #100 | San Diego, CA 92123

SAN DIEGO
8525 Gibbs Dr.,  

Ste. 100
San Diego, CA 92123

(619) 584-5777

Supporting kids since 1976

VISIT WALDENFAMILY.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION


